
SOME KEY POINTS FROM THE CABICH INTERACTION  

WITH PROF JOAO SANTOS SYLVA-THURSDAY 25TH MAY 2017  

FROM 7:30 TO 10:30 PM BENIN TIME 

 

1-) To be a great researcher, you need several things (abilities) but not everything. It 

helps to be creative; to be able to find new solutions for difficult problems. It helps to 

be critical, to question what other people do and why they do it. It helps to be resilient; 

research implies a lot of suffering and we need to be prepared for that. Having good 

training and the right technical skills cannot hurt either. Finally, we need a lot of luck! 

 

2-) Getting admitted into PhD depends a lot on the nature of the program. In traditional 

program that are 100% research based, I guess that the quality of the research proposal 

is very important. In Surrey, as in most US universities, students do 2 years of courses 

before start writing the dissertation. In this case the research proposal is much less 

important we tend to value more the students' "ability" as measured, for example, by the 

GRE results. One thing to keep in mind is that you may change your mind doing the 

PhD program because you are learning so much during that time. 

 

3-) There may be a little bias in the profession, but not that much. If something is really 

good it eventually gets published well, but not always. I started my research in an 

obscure Portuguese university and I managed to publish well. Most of my best papers 

where published when I was there. 

 

4-) Research is very competitive; there are literally thousands of people working in 

Economics and some are super-smart and super-well-trained. So, it is difficult to beat 

them. What we need to do is to identify our comparative advantage:  what are we good 

at? Then we need to find a co-author that complements our skills. As a team, it is much 

easier to achieve something... 

 

5-) The Log of Gravity was written almost by accident because I the time I did not know 

Silvana, my co-author on that and on many other papers. She emailed me about a 

different but related issue, and we started exchanging emails about related topics and 

ended up writing the paper. At the time I was in Lisbon and she was in Boston, and we 

only met after the paper was accepted for publication. As I said, we need luck! 
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